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Hello Everyone, 
  

We are the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award group at Live! and as part of our programme 
we are creating the first Newsletter written by the members to showcase what  has been 
happening at the centre.  
 

This will be part our Skills section of the Award but most importantly it gives us, the 
members of Live!, a chance to tell the world about our Charity and what we have been 
doing. 
 

We hope you take the time to read our newsletter and if you have any suggestions for  
future editions please let us know. 
 

Thanks for reading!  
 

Sophie, Joe, Adam, Marc, James and Chris.   

 
 

 

Would you like to join our media team??  
 
Please ask any of the current members for more 
Information... 
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In 1993, Live! was formed by a partnership between Barnados and Cheshire County 
Council to combat the lack of activities for disabled children and young people in Chester. 
Friday night live was introduced, and due to high demand, Saturday morning live was also 
added.   
 
In 1999, Live! Became an independent community group and the amount of activities 
that were available was increased to 50 days of fun.  
 
In 2000, the millennium awards brought about the launch of the of the give it a spin bike 
project.  
 
In 2002, Live became a registered charity and the next event youth club was launched. as 
the staff team grew, Live then could expand the range of activities that are on offer. 
  
In 2006, MIMO began, followed by a wide range of other sporting and creative activities.  
 
In 2011, Live! Was awarded the Queens award of our voluntary service.  
 
In 2016 we became a CIO (charitable incorporated organization).  
 
In 2017, yet more activities were introduced including Mini MIMO and Patchwork (our 
very own choir).  
 
In 2018, we received our 3-year funding from the Big Lottery. Now live started Big live, 
the over 25’s group was able to deliver bronze and silver Duke of Edinburgh awards.  
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As part of the newsletter, we thought it would be nice for you to get to know the staff 
that work here, and who better to start with than Debi. First is the BOSS!  
 

She manages the building, all the other staff 
and manages all the projects that go on at live! 
Debi is responsible for everything!  
She has worked at live on a full-time basis 
since 2014, however, as she worked in the 
youth service, she was involved through the 
youth service since live began!  
 

If you have met Debi, you will know that she is 
always colourful, and is famous for her hair! 
She dresses in this way, so she is comfortable 
and more approachable for the people who 
attend Live! (who, by the way, are her favourite thing about live!).  
 
Debi told us that there are lots of new and exciting things that are coming up at live in the 
new year! Some of this includes an advocacy project, which will support people make 
phone call or attend meetings to ensure their voice is heard. There will also be a new 
youth management committee starting too! We can’t wait! 
 
We couldn’t interview Debi without talking about the real boss here at live…Dolly the 
dog! Dolly is the Mascot for live! She loves to greet everyone when they arrive at live! 
She loves chasing the squirrels in the area and is the boss of lime wood fields!  
 

We asked Debi some fun fact questions to 
find out her likes and dislikes. If she was to 
host a dinner for 3 people, she’d find it very 
difficult to pick just 3!  
She said she would want all her friends and 
family there! Her favourite place to go on hol-
iday is Cornwall. She doesn’t really watch the 
tv, she prefers watching films. Now, if you are 
ever here during dinner time, and you are 
getting take away…make sure you ask debi 
what she wants!  
As a heads up… her favourite food is chips, 
cheese and gravy so don’t leave for a chippy 
run without offering! 

 

And that’s a wrap! That’s everything you need to know about Debi Whittaker! Please let 
us know which staff member you would like to hear about next!  
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One of our newer staff members Andrea, has been 

very busy organizing our social action   

projects here at Live!  
 

Our most recent one being for Chester Aid to the 

Homeless. We chose to work with the homeless be-

cause they are the most vulnerable at wintertime. 

For this, the young people gave warm clothes for 

the homeless.  
 

 

All of the projects at Live! donated warm clothes, 

jumpers hats, practical items to donate as well as 

books or things to keep them occupied, as living 

on the streets is imaginably very lonely. On the 

11th December, we gave all our donated clothing 

etc..., to Chester Aid for The Homeless.  
 

The Duke of Edinburgh Silver group went onto  
experience what it is like to live on the streets 
when they did a mock sleep out. They all sat out 
on the veranda at live! with only cardboard to sit 
on, and the basics to keep them occupied, just like those that are living on the streets.  
They did this for an hour with the DofE Gold group supporting them.  
 
 

The Gold group then joined Chester aid for the home-
less in their annual sleep out to experience what it is 
live living on the streets.  
 
Our local SEN School, Dorin Park, where many of our 
members go to have also raised a massive £300 to give 
to Chester Aid to the Homeless! Well done to all in-
volved! 
 
 
 

In total we gave… 
Over 125 pairs of socks, 105 Jumpers, , 67 scarfs, 58 pairs of trousers, 56 coats, 50 hats, 
21 gloves, 16 pairs of footwear, 11 blankets and over 318 various items of toiletries. 
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Sophie  
 
Chief editor  
Sophie likes chocolate and her favourite colour is orange. 
 
 
Chris  
 
Researcher for day in the life of… 
Chris likes marvel comics and going to the zoo.  
 
 
 
Joe  
 
Researcher for spotlight on... 
Joe plays wheelchair basketball with Cheshire Phoenix and enjoys 
singing.  
 
 
Marc  
 
Researcher for spotlight on... 
Marc is a keen boxer and has recently become a coach at his local 
gym. 
 
 
Adam   
 
Researcher for a brief history of... 
Adam is passionate about football; he plays regularly and supports 
Manchester city. 
 
 
 

James  
 
Researcher for a brief history of... 
James enjoys socializing with others. As well as attending live, he al-
so attends Good Company.  
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Live! Cheshire  

New Scene Centre 

Lime Wood Close 

Newton 

Cheshire  

CH2 2HD 

01244 320 479 

enquiries@livecheshire.org.uk 


